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1. This chapter is originally a travelogue (an account of a traveler’s experience), published in the form 

of an article in the newspaper The Hindu in 2006. 

 

2. What does ‘Bon Voyage’ mean? 

 

- The French term ‘Bon Voyage’ means ‘good journey’. 

 

3. What is the meaning of the word ‘end’ in the title? 

- The word ‘end’ in the title refers to the southernmost tip of the earth, Antarctica. The writer goes 

on a journey to Antarctica. Antarctica helps us to understand the situation of the earth’s 

environment. 

 

4. The writer went to Antarctica on a Russian research vessel (ship) named Akademik Shokalskiy. Her 

journey from Chennai to Antarctica took nearly 4 days (100 hours).  

 

5. What are the two emotions the writer experiences on reaching Antarctica? 

- On reaching Antarctica, she felt a sense of relief on completing the long journey of 100 hours. Then she 

felt a sense of wonder (surprise) at three things. Antarctica was an immense (very large) ice- 

covered land. It looked totally isolated (separated) from the rest of the world. However, the most 

surprising thing was that, millions of years ago, India and Antarctica were parts of the same 

landmass called Gondwana.  

 

6. Around six hundred and fifty hundred million years ago, earth contained only two huge blocks of land- 

Laurasia and Gondwana. Gondwana was the giant (very big) amalgamated (different pieces 

combined together) supercontinent (larger than a continent) in the southern part of the earth. At 

that time, Gondwana began to break into pieces. A huge part floated towards the South Pole. That part 

became an ice- covered land and it was known as Antarctica. To think about these changes is quite 

mind- boggling (very surprising, difficult to imagine.) 

 

7. The writer was a “sun- worshipping South Indian”. It means that she had spent the whole of her life in 

the warm climate of India. For her, spending time in Antarctica was a chilling prospect (difficult 

or scary to believe or experience). Antarctica, covered in ice, looks like a giant ping- pong ball (the 



white ball used in table- tennis). To the writer, Antarctica appeared to be a totally unfamiliar place; there 

were no human beings, buildings, tall trees or signboards (the usual “markers” of human life); there 

was silence all around (“ubiquitous silence”). However, in reality, Antarctica is deeply connected to the 

environment of the rest of the world. It gives a prognosis (indication of a possible outcome) for the 

earth’s future. 

 

 

8. Cutting trees, unmitigated (unregulated) burning of fossil fuels and polluting the environment have 

resulted in undesirable changes like global warming and acid rain. Climate change is the biggest 

worry for us. Knowing about Antarctica can help us to understand changes in environment in 

various ways. It can help us to understand the past, present and future of the earth. The reasons 

are as follows: 

a) Antarctica never had any human population. So, it still shows many features of the pristine (original, 

unchanged) climate of the earth.  

b) The ice- layers of Antarctica preserve the dead bodies of different organisms that lived in Antarctica in 

different periods of time. These dead bodies (“carbon records”) tell us about evolution of life. In 

these two ways, Antarctica tells us about the geological history of the earth.  

c) Further, there are very few species of organisms in Antarctica. So, Antarctica has a simple 

ecosystem which shows the effect of every little change in the earth’s environment. 

 

9. The writer went to Antarctica as part of a programme Students on Ice. This programme was started 

by Geoff Green of Canada. Green took students of high schools to visit different places so that 

they could know and understand the importance of nature. At such a young age, students can absorb 

such awareness easily. Students are the “future generations of policy makers”. In future, they can use 

this awareness to make policies to save nature. 

 

10. According to Green, some tourists can give back only in a limited way. Explain. 

 

- When rich people travel around the world, they pay money to Geoff Green for his services. He also gets 

publicity due to these rich clients. But all this does not benefit nature in any way. 

 

11. Why does the writer use the parable (example, story) of the phytoplankton? 

- The example of phytoplankton shows that everything in nature is interconnected. Even a small change 

can affect the whole system. Phytoplanktons are little microscopic plants in seas and oceans. Due to 

ozone layer depletion and global warming, phytoplanktons may become extinct. In that case, small 

fishes will die of hunger and then big fishes will die. The whole system would collapse. 

This example teaches that we want to save nature, we must save each and every organism in nature. 

This alone can maintain the balance in nature. 

 

12. “… a lot can happen in a million years, but what a difference a day makes!”. Explain. 

- We cannot control the future. But we can utilize every moment at present. Everyone has to take 

small steps at present to keep the earth healthy in future. We have to make every day count in 

protecting nature.         


