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Father to Son 

This poem is about generation gap. It is a universal (true for all) experience that the old 

and the new generations cannot understand one another.  

A father feels helpless because he cannot understand his grown- up son. He describes his 

feelings of sadness and loneliness in the poem. Thus the poem has an autobiographical quality. 

Stanza I 

The father and the son have always lived together in the same house. The son has now grown up. 

The father feels that he cannot understand his son. The father tries to understand the son, just as 

he understood the son when the son was little. 

Stanza II 

Every father wants that his opinions, feelings, dreams and ambitions should be put in his son, 

and the son should follow these same things. This father questions himself, if he has not been 

able to teach his own opinions and ideas to his son (“Yet have I killed / The seed I spent...). 

These things are like a seed that the father plants into the son's mind. 

When a seed grows into a plant, the owner of the seed is not the plant's owner. The plant 

belongs to the owner of the land where the seed was sown. The son's mind is like a piece of land. 

The son has the right to think and whatever he wants. The father can teach the son but the father 

has no right over the son's mind. 

There is “no sign of understanding in the air" (air= emotional atmosphere), which means there 

is no understanding between the father and the son. So they speak like “strangers", as they do 

not know or understand each other's thoughts. 

The father brought up his son according to his own beliefs and plans (“design”). But there is no 

match between the father's and the grown- up son's ideas, likes and dislikes (“Yet what he loves I 

cannot share"). 

 

Stanza III 

Since they do not understand each other, they do not speak much. There is silence around them. 

The father is very lonely. So, sometimes, out of acute loneliness, the father wishes that the son 



did not become wise, mature and independent. The father wishes that the son became “prodigal" 

(one who wastes money). In that case, the foolish wasteful son would come back to his father’s 

house (his childhood home) and the father would not be lonely. The father would forgive the 

foolish son. The father would have a little sorrow that the son was stupid and wasteful. But the 

father would be full of “a new love", knowing that he must love and look after the foolish son. 

{One must remember that the father does not actually want his son to be stupid or wasteful. In a 

moment of loneliness, the father wants his son to come back to him, even if it means the son has 

done something stupid and needs his help). 

 

Stanza IV 

The father knows that he and his son have to live in the same world at the same time, but their 

minds go on working differently. The son speaks, but the father cannot understand his points. 

The father cannot understand himself as well- he has the “grief" (sadness) of not understanding 

his son, this sadness makes him angry, but he does not understand who or what he is angry at. 

Both the father and the son want to come closer to each other (“We each put out an empty 

hand"). The “empty hand" suggests that they do not have anything that can decrease the 

distance between them. Both have a strong desire (“longing) to forgive each other and come 

closer, but they do not know who is wrong, or what mistake has been there between them.  

In this way, generation gap continues to exist. 


