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Paragraph 1- 3 

Earth is a planet which is ailing (in the 

state of sickness). Human activities have 

created several ecological problems on 

earth. Hence the earth can be compared to 

a patient in poor health. The Green 

Movement, which began in New 

Zealand in 1972, aims to save the earth 

from these problems. It is the most 

important movement in human history as it 

is meaningful for all of us and it has 

influenced people all over the world. 

  

Influence of the Green Movement: 

For the first time, people are realizing that 

the earth is like a living being and all 

species on earth are like the body parts of 

the earth. Just as an organism has some basic needs for survival, the earth also has its own processes which 

need to be maintained. 

People now realize that man cannot dominate over earth. Man is one among many species present on 

earth. He has to maintain a partnership with other species for healthy survival. Therefore man has shifted his 

focus from machines to a holistic ecological view of the world. The term ‘holistic’ means that the earth, as a 

whole, comprises all living and non- living beings. The term ‘ecological’ means that the new point of view 

is related to the interrelationship among various components of environment. 

Man is morally responsible to take care of the earth because his survival depends on the earth. We 

have received the earth and its resources from our ancestors and it is our duty to transfer this heritage to our 

future generations.   

 

Paragraph 4 

Therefore the concept of sustainable 

development became popular in 1987. Sustainable 

development is that development which requires 

judicious use of resources so that the needs of the 

present are met and enough resources are left to satisfy the needs of the future generations. Such 

development continues for a long time. 

 

Word Meaning 

Recall Remember 

Gripped Held tightly 

Irrevocably That cannot be changed 

Mechanistic To focus on machines 

Holistic Taking all things together 

Ecological Related to environment and organisms 

Perceptions Way of thinking 

Revolutionary Bringing great change 

Consciousness Awareness 

Enormous Very big 

Metabolic Related to processes inside the body 

Vital Related to life 

Ethical Moral 

Obligations Responsibilities 

Stewards, Trustees Caretakers 

Legacy Something valuable given by 

forefathers 

Word  Meaning  

 Sustainable  That can continue for a long time 

Compromising  Reducing or harming 

Stripping  Removing or taking away 



Paragraph 5-7 

A cage at a zoo in Lusaka, Zambia, bears a 

notice “the world’s most dangerous animal”. 

Inside the cage there is no animal but only a 

mirror, in which every visitor sees his or her 

own reflection. It means that man is the most 

dangerous animal on earth, as man can 

destroy everything on earth in the name of 

development. Man is selfish and his desires are 

unlimited. This is a big challenge to sustainable 

development. 

Green Movement shows that man has no right to 

dominate over nature. Man is just one among the millions of species in nature. Man is like a partner 

with all those species in the process of survival in nature. This is the only way to live peacefully and to 

save nature. 

As the Brandt Commission points out, we must save nature at all costs, otherwise it will be very difficult for 

the future generations to survive on earth. 

Paragraph 8- 12 

According to Lester R. Brown, the four principal 

biological systems of the earth- fisheries, forests, 

grasslands, croplands- form the basis of the world’s 

economy. Nature gives us food and almost all the raw 

material for industries. 

But human beings are using resources much faster than 

nature could produce. For example, forests are being lost 

mainly due to deforestation. If forests die, many trees and 

organisms will also die.  

In countries like India, many poor villagers collect 

firewood from forests. If forests are not there, poor people 

have to spend money and buy wood. Sometimes firewood 

(to be used for cooking) becomes more costly than the 

uncooked food itself. Deforestation creates many socio- 

economic problems.  

The situation of forests is very bad in India. There are many laws in India to protect forests but Indians do 

not respect or obey laws. For example, there are laws to stop social problems like untouchability, casteism 

and bonded labor but Indians do not follow those laws and these problems are still there. Similarly, Indians 

do not care for the laws made to protect forests. 

Paragraph 13- 18 

The main factor behind environmental problems is the rapid growth of human population. Poor 

people have more children, which means more people without work. This in turn restricts development. But 

development is the best way to control the rapid growth of human population. As income rises, 

education spreads and health improves. This encourages people to have fewer children. 

Word  Meaning  

Dawned  Became clear 

Domination  Control  

Catalogued  Made a systematic list 

Estimate  A rough idea  

Reckon  Think  

Languish  Suffer  

Ignominious  That causes shame or absence of dignity 

Inter alia  Among other things 

Scorched  Dry  

Advancing  Coming ahead   

Impoverished  In a poor condition 

Word  Meaning  

Synthetics  Man- made material 

Impaired  Badly effected   

Decimated  Destroyed  

Procure  Get  

Powerhouse  Main source  

Precede  Come before  

Patrimony  Property inherited from father 

Eroding  Reducing  

Endeavor  Try  

Anguish  Pain  

Enforced  Put into action  

Abolished  Banned  

Catastrophic  Causing great destruction 

Depletion  Loss, decrease 

Deteriorated  Became bad in quality 



Now people have begun to realize the importance of protecting the environment. This is the Era of 

Responsibility. In this period, people have begun to understand their ethical responsibility towards the 

earth. Industry is the biggest source of pollution. So industry has an important role in fulfilling the 

responsibility towards earth. 

 

 

 

Paragraph 19 

“No generation has a freehold on this earth. All 

we have is a life tenancy- with a full repairing 

lease. ” (Margaret Thatcher) 

- Human beings are not the owners of 

earth. Man is like a lifelong tenant on earth. A 

tenant must look after the property of the owner. Similarly, it is a part of man’s existence on earth that he 

must fulfill the duty of protecting the earth. 

“We have not inherited this earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our children.”  

(Lester R. Brown) 

 

- We should not simply enjoy the earth as a valuable resource that we have inherited from our 

ancestors. We should also remember that we have to hand over the earth to the future generations. We are 

answerable to our future generations for protecting the environment. 

 

 

 

 

Word  Meaning  

Distorting  Changing something in a bad way 

Fertility  Ability to reproduce 

Contraceptive  Something that stops the origin of a new thing 

Beget  Give birth 

Condemns  Forces to be in a bad condition 

Coercion  Force somebody to do something 

Perpetuation  To continue 

Hutments  Huts or small homes 

Priority  To give more importance than other things 

Transcending  Going from one level to another level 

Concern  Worry  

Demise  End, death 

Era  Period of time 

Word  Meaning  

Decisively  In a manner that is very solid and effective 

Felicitous  Suitable, well- chosen 

Freehold  Complete ownership 

Tenancy  To use something on rent 

Lease  contract 


