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The Voice of the Rain 

- Walt Whitman 

The poet presents the concept of the water cycle in the form of this wonderful poem. 

The poem is in the form of a conversation 

between the poet and the rain. The poet asks 

the rain who she is. The poet finds it strange 

that the rain replies to his question. The rain 

speaks in its own sound and the poet’s 

imagination translates whatever the rain 

says. 

The rain calls herself the “Poem of Earth” which 

means that the rain is like a poem/song created 

by the earth. Earth is the place where rain 

originates. 

At first, rain is in the form of water vapor. No 

one can see or hear or touch this water vapor. 

Water vapor continuously comes out of the land 

and the sea. Water vapor goes up into the sky. In 

the sky, water vapor condenses and forms 

clouds. Clouds do not have a fixed shape or size 

(“vaguely form’d”). In this way, rain keeps on 

changing its outer form, from vapor to cloud 

and then to water. But from the inside, rain 

remains the same (“yet the same”). 

The clouds finally change into rainfall. Rain comes down on the earth. It removes the earth’s dryness. It 

washes away the dust from the earth’s surface. Every aspect of nature (“them”) has the possibility 

(“seeds”) to become beautiful. When rain comes, everything actually becomes beautiful. If there is no 

rain, the beauty of nature will remain hidden or unborn (“latent”). In this way, rain originates from the 

earth and comes back on the earth (“my own origin”). Rain gives life, purity and beauty to earth. 

Thus, the rain finishes the reply to the poet’s question. The last two lines of the poem are not spoken by 

the rain. Those lines are not part of the conversation between the poet and the rain. So those lines are 

put within brackets. In those lines, the poet thinks about a similarity between rain and song. 

Word Meaning 

 Art Are 

Thou You 

Soft- falling shower The rain was falling with a soft 

rhythm 

Eternal That does not end 

Impalpable That we cannot see or hear or 

touch 

Bottomless Very deep 

Heaven Sky 

whence Where 

vaguely Not in a fixed shape or size 

Descend Come down 

Lave To refresh something by 

washing 

Droughts Dryness 

Atomies Very small particles 

Latent Hidden, unseen 

My own origin Earth 

Beautify Make something beautiful 

Issuing Coming out 

Wandering Going here and there 

Recked Changed 

Duly In the right way 



When a song is created, the song goes away from the creator. The song reaches to different people and 

places, in different forms. But the song finally comes back to its creator. The creator loves the song and the 

song, too, brings love, appreciation and happiness to its creator. Similarly, the rain is created by the earth. In 

the form of water vapor, rain goes away into the sky and changes into clouds. The clouds finally change into 

rain. Rain comes back to the earth and it gives life, purity and beauty to the earth. 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

 


